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ABSTRACT

According to Kolb’s Experiential Learning Model [1], there are four distinctive stages in the learning
cycle: concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualization and active
experimentation. Although a student goes through all four stages in the process of learning, he may have
a preference for some stages over others. Kolb’s Learning Style Inventory defines learning styles based
on such preferences. Knowledge about learning styles is important for educators because students are
most effectively taught by teaching methods that match their learning styles.

The objective of this study is to explore the learning style preferences of business majors in several
different academic disciplines. The goal of this research is to see if there are differences in preferred
learning style by academic discipline, and to explore whether learning style also differs by grade level. If
significant differences are found, this could have profound impacts on how students should be taught in
core classes in various academic disciplines, and how preferred learning styles should be stimulated in
lower-level and upper-level courses across disciplines.

METHODOLOGY

A survey was conducted to obtain preferred learning styles [1] from over 700 undergraduate business
students over the span of approximately three years. These students were all enrolled in a course in
training and development, which is taken by students from a wide variety of academic business majors.
Chi-square analysis will be used to evaluate whether there is a significant difference in preferred
learning style by academic major, and within major, by class rank.

Expected Outcomes

Based on the meta-analysis by Loo [2] and our preliminary data analysis, we expect to find that learning
styles vary by academic major. While Loo looked at only three academic majors — Finance, Accounting,
and Marketing, we have added Information Systems to our analysis (actually, many more majors were
included in our sample, but their overall sample size was too small for further analysis). Furthermore,
we have found some preliminary evidence that learning styles may vary by grade classification, an area
that was not explored by Loo.
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