
 
 

FOREWORD 
  
It gives me great pleasure to present the Proceedings of the Western Decision Sciences Institute’s 
Thirty-Sixth Annual Meeting, held at The Inverness Hotel and Conference Center, Englewood, 
Colorado from April 3 – 7, 2007. We have 20 tracks and a total of 180 papers, abstracts, panels, and 
workshops by authors from around the world. Each full paper submission was peer-reviewed by at least 
two anonymous referees under the supervision of the Program Chair and Track Chairs. Only camera-
ready papers/abstracts/panels/workshops submitted to the program are published in the Proceedings. 
The papers are organized by Track.  
 
Organizing a conference of this magnitude requires the unyielding efforts of countless volunteers. The 
2007 WDSI Annual Meeting was supported by an excellent Program Planning Committee consisting of 
Track Chairs and Country Contacts. I thank each member of the Committee for their role in managing 
the review process, organizing sessions on schedule, and assisting in the planning of the conference. I 
am also indebted to the many volunteers who carefully reviewed the submissions. Lastly, we thank the 
authors for submitting their research to this conference. 
 
This year we are trying something new. Each day of the conference we have scheduled a plenary 
session starting at 10:30 am where an invited industry speaker will make a presentation on a topic 
which we feel will be of great interest to our participants. No other sessions will be scheduled at the 
time of the plenary session. Instead of the usual coffee breaks we will be providing continuous 
refreshments from 7 am to 5 pm on Wednesday and Thursday and from 7 am to noon on Friday of the 
conference.  
 
Several individuals have assisted me in developing and planning the conference. In particular, I wish to 
thank Nafisseh Heiat (Montana State University–Billings), WDSI Vice President for Member Services, 
Abbas Heiat (Montana State University–Billings), WDSI Director of Information Systems, and Sheldon 
Smith (Utah Valley State College), WDSI Treasurer, for their outstanding and timely technical support, 
and to WDSI Past President, Cynthia Pavett (University of San Diego), WDSI Immediate Past 
President, Bruce Raymond (Montana State University–Bozeman), WDSI President, and Vijay Kannan 
(Utah State University), WDSI President–Elect, each of whom had previously served as program chair, 
and provided me with much sound counsel and advice. I am indebted to Rich Flaherty, Dean of the 
College of Business, University of Nevada Las Vegas, for his encouragement and support. My sincere 
appreciation goes to Donna Evans, administrative assistant, Department of Management, UNLV for her 
assistance and patience during this arduous journey. I also appreciate the help provided by the three 
management department graduate assistants, Yi Ding, Yi Gong, and Hong Chen, at UNLV. In addition, 
thanks go to Krishna Dhir (Berry College) and my daughter, Michelle Leong, for assisting me in the 
design of the conference logo. Lastly, I am grateful to Michael Dougherty of Champions Publishing, 
Inc.-Ultimate Press for the production of the WDSI Proceedings.  
 
G. Keong Leong 
Proceedings Editor  
University of Nevada Las Vegas 


