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ABSTRACT
The recent failure of Lehman Bros has caused the role of the audit to be questioned and some are saying that auditor independence is lacking.  In 2002, the SOX Act mandated IC certifications by CEOs and CFOs. The SEC prescribed the wording the CFO and CEO must use in certifications. The authors contend that repetitive stylized messages year after year are not read with due diligence by financial statement users. In fact such pages are flipped over. Like the prescriptive standard long form audit report the messages often are not read. The authors suggest that the prescriptive notions of the late French Philosopher, Francois Lyotard, expose the futility of such prescribed wordings and sound the alarm bell for change to regain accountability.

