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abstract

The Accounting Education Change Commission’s Position Statement No. One, discusses the skills, knowledge, and professional orientation that accounting graduates need to be prepared to become professionals. Since curriculums are already packed, it is difficult to add additional learning tasks to help them accomplish this without sacrificing content coverage. However, articles and materials published by and for professionals are now readily available via the Web. When properly integrated into the curriculum, they can help students master course content and prepare to become accounting professionals. WebQuests provide one strategy for integrating those materials into the accounting curriculum.
Introduction
In Position Statement No. One (1990), the Accounting Education Change Commission expressed its hope that educators would adopt the development of skills, knowledge, and professional orientation as goals for accounting education. More specifically, the Commission identified the need for accounting graduates to be able to, in part:
· Locate, obtain, organize, and communicate information and concepts;
· Understand the business and social environments in which accounting professionals work; and 
· Identify with the accounting profession by developing the knowledge, skills, and values of its members.
Commentators since have either reiterated the Commission’s suggestions or noted the failure to achieve its outcomes [2] [4].
It is easy to argue that accounting educators could help accounting students meet some of these goals by requiring students to read articles published by and for practicing professionals. It is more difficult to argue that educators should require such reading assignments. The accounting curriculum is already packed and, historically, it has been difficult for students to access the relevant publications: University libraries might have only one printed copy and personal subscriptions for a publication used in only one course were not rational for budget-constrained students. 
Now, however, students can readily access digital copies of many professional publications via the Web, either through direct access to the publisher’s online editions or through subscriptions by university libraries. Thus students can avoid the costs of subscriptions and the congestion problem associated with trying to find the library’s printed copy an hour before the assignment is due. So the challenge is for educators to integrate the professional materials into accounting courses in a manner that helps students master course content while addressing the other outcomes identified in AECC Statement No. One. 

WebQuests [3] provide an ideal means of using online journals to help accounting students become more aware of and familiar with the resources and literature that they will use in their careers. They were originally designed to provide primary and secondary school students with guided, inquiry-oriented Web-based exercises. However, accounting educators can tailor them to college courses where they can be used to help students develop professional and life-long learning skills while becoming familiar with the current issues that challenge the accounting profession.
WebQuests- Basic Design
As the name suggests, WebQuests involve the use of Web-based resources. Those resources are accessed via hyperlink connections on web pages containing five building blocks of information to enhance the learning process [3]):

1. Introduction- Introduces learners to the exercise, including the issue to be addressed.
2. Task- Describes what the end result of the exercise will be.

3. Process- Describes the steps that learners must take to complete the exercise.

4. Evaluation- Describes how learners' performance will be assessed.

5. Conclusion- Summarizes what learners will have accomplished after completing the exercise.

When properly designed, the educator’s web pages direct students to appropriate resources, rather than sending them on a scavenger hunt in which they are likely to rely on Google and Wikipedia for information that may have questionable credibility and reliability. 
Educators can adapt WebQuests to fit a broad spectrum of learning goals, ranging from introducing a concept or issue to developing higher-order thinking skills. Appendix 1 identifies some higher level thinking skills that a WebQuest might require. How those thinking skills and effort manifest themselves in output to be graded is open to an educator’s imagination [3]. For example, role playing is an attractive alternative as it gives students a chance to experience a professional perspective thereby adding an additional means of helping students develop their professional orientations. As explained below, the WebQuests of interest for this paper are used to support role playing in which students act as AIS consultants (or tax advisers).
WebQuests- application to accounting
The author has developed multiple WebQuests for undergraduate and graduate students in a variety of accounting courses, including financial, tax, accounting information systems and security, audit, and ecommerce [5]. While those WebQuests conform to Dodge’s basic design, they have been tailored to reflect accounting-specific concerns and learning objectives. Notably, Dodges’ five building blocks of information [3] have been recast into a research format that should be familiar to many accounting professionals (i.e., facts, issues, authorities, and conclusion), to help students develop a more disciplined and appropriate analytical framework. In addition, individual WebQuests are designed to help students build a knowledge foundation necessary to complete a more demanding culminating assignment for each course. For example, students in the ecommerce course are required to complete first WebQuests that examine key issues related to ecommerce (e.g., globalization security, privacy, knowledge management, and electronic billing) then a written and oral analysis of the web site of a public accounting firm.
Regardless of the nature of any adaptation, the WebQuests that are the focus of this paper all use professional (rather than academic) accounting literature from various sources. WebQuests for the auditing course link to articles from The CPA Journal and The Journal of Accountancy while those for tax courses use articles from the several different journals and the Web-based CCH tax service. University libraries maintain subscriptions to digital versions of these and other publications making it easy for students to access them.
Conclusion

As suggested by AECC Position Statement No. One, today’s accounting graduates need skills and knowledge that go well beyond the production of financial statements and tax returns. Using the concept espoused by WebQuests, accounting educators can use readily available Web-based materials published by and for practicing professionals to help their students prepare for their accounting careers, without compromising content coverage. In addition, those materials supplement text content that can be quickly outdated and thereby help establish the current professional relevancy of course content.
Appendix 1- Higher Level Thinking Skills for Longer Term WebQuest
	Abstraction
	Identifying and articulating the underlying theme or general pattern of information. 

	Analyzing errors
	Identifying and articulating errors in one's own or others' thinking.

	Analyzing perspectives
	Identifying and articulating personal perspectives about issues. 

	Comparing
	Identifying and articulating similarities and differences between things. 

	Constructing support
	Constructing a system of support or proof for an assertion. 

	Inducing
	Inferring unknown generalizations or principles from observations or analysis. 
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