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ABSTRACT 
 

Social networks like Twitter and Facebook, as well as personal blogs, allow news consumers to access 
local news and event information easier than ever before. Some news mash-up sites [1] also display 
news and public data on a local map. MSNBC’s EveryBlock.com [2] is one of the more popular 
hyper-local news websites. It aggregates local news, blog entries, photos, and public data (e.g., police 
reports) for 16 major American cities and displays them on localized maps. The addition of community 
engagement with this type of news aggregation and publishing process has been getting more attention 
recently. However, the reliability of the online information is a critical issue because there is no easy 
way to ensure that the content is accurate. This is especially true for local news because it is provided 
not only by the traditional news media, but also by citizen journalists who publish their information on 
blogs, Twitter, and Facebook. 

Our project in computational journalism, called OpenAnchorage, collects and presents public data and 
community news to users on an Anchorage map. We follow in the footsteps of the EveryBlock by using 
code extended by the OpenBlock Project [3] and by experimenting with new ways for users to find local 
news and public information through community engagement. We also explore ways to help users 
decide the trustworthiness of the news on our website by providing several metadata for each news item 
because the news and public data on our website come from diverse sources of varying quality. 

This project is implemented in two phases: the first phase started with the installation of a pilot 
version -- including mapping and updated news feeds -- customized for our community in Anchorage. In 
the second phase we design the module to generate the metadata and incorporate it into our system. The 
objectives we have set up for this project’s news feeds are: 
 

a. Automated. We need to use data primarily through automated feeds. Due to limited time 
available, data collection and presentation need to be accomplished through scripting. 

b. Trustworthy. The metadata for each news item, including the source of the data, will be provided. 
c. Timely. Since delayed information will severely limit the usefulness of the local news, our 

system generates the metadata for each news item and posted it in virtually real time. 
d. Scalable. The system is designed to adopt other web services for future researches. 

 
Since the meaning of trust is fluid, we searched the literature for an acceptable definition in several 
different research fields. Our chosen definition of “trust” consists of two parts: “entity trust” focuses on 
issues of trust judgment on the information providers (e.g., reputation and authentication mechanisms); 
and “content trust” focuses on the quality of the information and content provided. The 
TrustNewsFinder algorithm [5] and Factoid Ranking [6] are designed to evaluate news for the content 
trust.  Our project includes community-based and local user engagement features, and citizen journalists 
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may provide some news on our site. Thus, we need to design our system to consider both entity trust and 
content trust to help readers assess the overall trustworthiness of the online news we are providing.  
 
Although our proposed system currently has limited functionality, with its exploratory features, we hope 
our system will become an essential and creative tool for community engagement in Anchorage as we 
increase the number of news feeds and populate our news database over time.     
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